" The DECLARATION and CHARTER of RIGHTS,

H E pariiament of Great-Britain, by a dﬂﬂlﬂrﬂtﬂr}? a& having affumed

f nght to make laws to bind the colahies in ail cales whatloever, and in

putluance of | fuch. claim endeavoured by fares of zrms to tubjugate the
Umt:d Colonies to an uncenditional fubmiffion to thr:xr will and pewer, and hav-
ihg at length copfirained them to,creft th:mitl?:ﬂ mtr_‘t mdcpcndcnt {tates, and 1o
affume new forms of government ; A SRS
. W E, therefore, the delegates of Mﬂwland in f'rf:; ahd full Cﬂn?tntmn aﬂ’em-
bled, tzking into our moft fcrious coniidefation the beft means of cftablithing &
gnnd conftitution in this flate, ﬁ:rr the furer fnundatmh, and more parman:nt fem
cerity thereof ; deelare,. -, - = 0 oo oy e ey .

k. That all gnvtrnmcnt of rig ht originates from thf: ptﬂplf:, is fnunclcd in cnm-
pact only, and ihftititted folély. fﬂl‘ the good-of the whole.  ~ -+ -

z. That pﬁr.ﬁ:-ns entryited with the lepillative and executive powers dre l:h:: trui’-
‘tees and fervants of the public, and as fuch. :cc:}unﬁau}a for their conditét's: where-
fore whenever the ends of governmsent are pérverted, ‘and public liberty- .manifeftly
endangered by the lepiflative.fingly; or 4 treacheroys -combination of both thofe
powers, the Penple may, and of nght nught 10 Eﬂ:l’hllﬂ] a new, or reform ¢he
old - government : pailiive. shedience is -only due to she laves of God, -and to the
laws of the land ; the dodtrine of non-refiftarbe sgainft ~arbitrary power; aid op-=
pref"m, s abfurd, flavith, and deftruétive of the gnud andbhappmc{"s of fmaokind,

. ‘That the right in the Pec:-p]p to. participite in the legiflature ie the foundatier
nf llbﬂl’t}f, and of all fl'.'EE goverment ; for this purpefe, elections oughi to. be freg;
and frequent, made:ofva o2, wlthuut treating. or bribery, -and pvery man haviug
fuficient evidence of a permanent common ihtereit- WII]I dnd attac rﬂ::nl: to i
€ommunity, . ought to have aright of {uffrape, - -

. 4+ "That the legiflative, jodicial, snd.executive ]ju::-wers of guvernmeﬂt nught tn:n
be for ever feparate, diftind from, and independent of each otifer.

.5~ That ne power of fufpending. laws, or the execation of laws, unlafs. by thﬁ
lcglﬂamre, ought to be exercifed ar‘allowed. .. 7. .

‘6. That freedam of fpeechy and debates, or rm:'eu:deS, in- th¢ leglﬂﬂturﬂ,
ﬂught not to be :mpcachcd ar queftmnﬂd in any nguzr place.- .y S

7- That a place for the mecting of the tegiflature coght: to. be fixed, the moft’
:unvement to the members thereof, and ta thc dll’:pt}ﬁtﬂrj?‘ of .the Puhhc yecords,
and the legiflature ﬂught not to h: convencd ami h-ld at an} c:thcr PIHCE huat from
evident neceffity,” . - S : :

. 8. That for rﬂdr:fﬁ of - all grievances, . am:l fﬂr the amcndmg, ﬂrangthﬂnmg and

preferving of the laws, the legifiature ought te bt frequently ecnvencd, :
g.. That evory man hath- a right to pétition tﬂchlﬂamrt for the redref; of

Eﬂﬂﬂﬂtcu; i e goacodbic and arr_':e...—:l_r aonneF - A g
- 10, .'That no aid, :harg:‘-tif burthen; f:e, or feck, cught-to bé fct or ldwﬂd

on any pretence whatever, without the conlont of the legiflature, -~ + .+ -

. 1t. That every perfon in the ftzte cught to contribute his prntrurtmn of - pu I::-h-::
taxes for the {upport of government, according to his adtual wdith in real or per-
fonal eftate ;. thar the levying taxes by the poll is . grievous. and oppreffive, and
oaghr to be.aboliflied ; that-panper eftates not cxceeding th‘irt}r Pnunds currﬁﬂc}r
ought nat:to be affeffed for the fupport of govérnment. -

. 12, ‘That fangumar_t,r Jaws mught to be dvoided as fdr as is uﬂnﬁﬁcn’t wmth thr:
fafr.':t of the ftate, .

13-. That retrofpe&ive I-aws, pltmﬂ':i’ng fﬂ.&a ﬂ:immittr:d btﬁ:-re the t::uften::f: of .
fnch laws, .and by them ouly declared to be criminel, are. oppreffive; un]u& and
iocompatible with Liberty # therefore no ex $off fasfa Jaw o0 ght to be made. :

1 14, THat no law to attaint partievlar ptrfpns ‘of treafon or felony, no law. E’r:r i~
Hi&t unufual pains and p:nalt;ca, wiiknowi' to the COMIon law, !}ught o I:rr: mai‘l:
in any cafe, or af eny-time hgreaffer.. . .

- 15. That the peq‘pj_nf this fritc ought to. ha'-re ethu: fcrlc ami cxcluﬁﬂc r:ght of
regulating the.inteenal governmeont and police thereof

16. That the inhabitants-of Maryland are cntitled to the common ]aw of Eng.

land, and o the tris) by jucy, acgording to thg coarle of thet law, and to the he-
nefit of fuch of “the Englilli fatutes, as. €xiffed Tt the tie of their firdt emigra-

tion, and. which by ckp‘&nmﬁe liavé’ bewn - found applicable te their local, and
other circumitances, and of fuch others as have been fince intruduced, ufed, and
praciiled by the courts of law, or equity; and alfo to all adis of aliembly in f'jrcu
prior to the fir{t of June fcvﬂntr:-:n. hundred and Iwcntynfc:-ur, except [uch as have
been, or may be altered by atty of Convention, or this charler of rights; and to
all property derived from, or under the charter granted by his majefty Charles the
firft.to Cxciting Calvert barcn of Baltimore,

17. ‘That every frr:c:nfﬂn for every injury done to hmi i his gm::ds Imds, or
perion, by any other perfon,” ought to have remcy by the cuurle of the law of
the land, and ought ta J"uwe: jultice and right -Fer the injury done 1o him, freely
without fale, fully withduy ™ any denial, and {pecdily without debay, arcording to
the law of the land.

§B, That the trial of Fucts where ‘they arile is one of thc grcattﬂ fecusitics of
dﬂ: hvcl, hhcnlfn, snd cflate of the pcuptm |

Thu in all t:rpu:ﬂ of criminsd profepations, every man hath a right to be
infufm@d of the acculstion ageiall hip, to allowed counlel, to be coaftonted
with the sdculern, or witnefor, to examine evi + oa oath 1o his favaur, and o

fPMLl’ﬁﬂbr oy iibypirtial ury, without w udknimous conlmt he cugha
Feind goibey, .
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